
Mums the word 
Most people at some time give themselves a name to connect them to their dog. It’s not really 
necessary as dogs don’t really bother about names they only now what we teach them. So what are 
you to your dog? You don’t need to be anything but we humans do seem to like labels and titles, and 
there are times when we may put ‘add on’s’ to their name as a term of endearment, for example 
Meg may become Meggy or Meggymoo or Meggles. So it may seem only fair that we become 
something more than she or he who has charge of the lead. The favourite is the parental name and 
I’m the first to say that dogs do need parenting but are we going a tad too far by identifying 
ourselves to our dogs as Mum or Dad, not that the dogs are bothered but for each person who says 
to their dog ‘go and find your Mum/Dad’ there is another one who says quite definitely that a 
human is not actually a dog’s parent so why use the term. Both parties may put forward a good 
argument but does it really matter? 
 
For all those who are against the words mum or dad what would you prefer because I personally 
deplore the word ‘owner’. To me dogs are free spirits, we give them a home, we love them but 
surely we don’t ‘own’ them. No amount of money in the world can by love and respect and when it 
comes to dogs there is no exception, someone may ‘purchase’ a dog for hundreds of pounds so 
technically they have bought it but do they ‘own’ it! We don’t own our children (and we all know 
they can cost a lot!) we nurture them and prepare them for a future that is independent of us, and 
just as children need to be loved and to learn good manners and respect so do our dogs, so are they 
not being parented? They need the same love and guidance as our children but in their case they are 
not going to be independent of us, they will remain in our family unit and continue to be ‘parented’. 
 
Maybe it’s about being comfortable with our terminology, for example I never refer to myself as my 
dogs ‘mum’ yet I often say I need to let my four legged kids out. However this is a term of affection 
that I use at home when I’ve been in and out of our rescue kennels all day and I feel my own dogs 
deserve something a bit more than ‘letting the dogs out’. I never refer to adopters of our rescue 
dogs as owners, they are guardians, and isn’t that what it’s all about. We are their guardians 
whether home bred, bought, adopted or found as a stray, we are their guardians to love, protect, 
cherish and guide through life in the nicest, kindest way possible – just as our children. It’s all in the 
words, do we ‘own’ a dog and tell it what it can and can’t do or are we its guardian setting 
boundaries that teach it good manners and respect. After all we do take over their lives don’t we? 
They are told when and where they can toilet, we demand they learn how to ‘sit’, lie down’, ‘wait’, 
‘stay’ and numerous other commands, then we tell them when and where they can walk and how 
long for. 
 
My Meg gets all sorts of ‘family’ names, for some reason my daughter calls her Moomin (no idea 
why) I often call her Midge or Maggie and she will answer to them but only to family. Outside our 
family unit her name is Meg and she won’t answer to any other name. Granted she is nearly 
fourteen when she was a youngster it would have been too confusing for her, but the point is what 
is in a name. It’s a handle and probably some people will see nothing wrong with the term ‘owner’ 
but for me it’s a handle I won’t use just as some may love to be the dog’s mum and others will not 
entertain it. But it only really goes wrong when the ‘mum’ term gets to the point of almost seeing 
the dog as a child (and yes it does happen) or when the ‘owner’ believes they have the right to use 
and abuse their dog as they see fit. 
 
So whatever term is used as long as the person using it remembers that their dog is not a child, is 
entitled to be a free spirit and does need to be respected and loved while being guided on the path 
of good manners and respect, does it matter? 


